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ACTION OES-05 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO NSF-02 FEAE-00 ERDA-07 COME-OO 

EB-07 NRC-07 ACDA-10 DODE-OO L-03 INT-05 /059 W 

076655 

P 311620Z DEC 75 

FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6476 

UNCLAS PARIS 34007 

FOR OES GANLEY, DEPT PASS NSF 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TGEN, FR, 

SUBJECT: FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL PHASE OF OCEAN 
DRILLING PROJECT (IPOD) 

REF: (A) PARIS 27281 (B) STATE 299783 

L EMBASSY SCICON TALKED ON DEC 31 WITH CNEXO RE 
STATUS OF GOF PARTICIPATION IN IPOD. LA PRAIRIE 

CABLED NSF HUNT ON OR ABOUT DEC 20 THAT CNEXO WAS NOW ALLOWED TO 
SIGN IPOD AGREEMENT. THIS CABLE WAS TO BE CONSIDERED THE 
OFFICIAL WORD OF CNEXO'S APPROVAL OF IPOD AGREEMENT. TO DATE 
LA PRAIRIE HAS NOT RECEIVED A RESPONSE. IN CASE NSF HAS NOT 
RECEIVED CNEXO CABLE, LA PRAIRIE ASKED SCICON TO ADVISE NSF THAT 
CNEXO HAS RECEIVED OFFICIAL APPROVAL TO SIGN IPOD AGREEMENT. 

2. CNEXO IS VERY INTERESTED IN HOLDING SIGNATURE CEREMONY 
AT PARIS AND IN CONNECTION WITH U.S.-FRENCH ANNUAL 
SCIENCE COOPERATION MEETING JAN 12-16, 1976. HOWEVER, 

BEFORE DEVELOPING A PLAN ON FRENCH SIDE FOR SUCH 
CEREMONY, CNEXO WOULD APPRECIATE KNOWING IF NSF 
COULD MEET SUCH A SCHEDULE. 

3. EMBASSY ENCOURAGES DEPT AND NSF TO AGREE TO CEREMONY 
AT PARIS DUING WEEK OF JAN 12-16, 1976, IF 

LOGISTICS ARE WITHIN REASON. ASSUME NSF WOULD PREPARE DOCUMENTS 
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EMBASSY PREPARED TO ASSIST AS APPRORPIATE, 

INCLUDING SIGNING ON BEHALF OF NSF IF GIVEN APPROPRIATE 
AUTHORIZATION BY NSF THROUGH DEPT. WOULD APPRECIATE 
AT LEAST INFORMAL RESPONSE BY JAN 6 TO PERMIT CNEXO TO CONTACT 
OGHER GOF AGENCIES CONCERNED WITH U.S. -FRENCH ANNUAL SCIENCE 
COOPERATION MEETING. 

GAMMON 
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